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ces The Director 
Mr* Ladd 


December 9 $ 2932 / 

A 


VIA REGISTERED MAIL 


Honorable Herbert Brownells </r«_ 

140 saet SHKTtirwt — ^ 

Resa Tor Hew York 

Dear Mr* Brownell t 

Over a parted of yea re a recurrent problem In 
the Executive Branch of the Government hae been the leakage 
Of Glaeetfled information to w&epaper eoarcee • In thie 
connection $ 1 am encloetng a memorandum briefly summarising 
some of the probleme with which we have been confronted • 

It appears to me that all too frequently an effort hae been 
to eolve thie problem by requesting investigations 
rather than correcting the situation by tightening up on 
eecurtty at the source • 

Hth beet wtshee and kind re garde $ 

Sincerely yours. 


Enclosure 
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: CC ember 8 , 1932 
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Vine* 10SQ, several government agencies and establish- 
ment! have brought to «st p at ten ties' numerous article* which 
have appeared in news taper* and rarasin'es disc 1 q stag clae rifted 
government information* - r any of the articles were written bj 
well-known columnist* and have pointed to the fact that their 
sources are exceptionally well informed on important and current 
government natters* 

Investigation* were instituted at the request of the 
Criminal ttvision of the department of Justice and] all lead* 
were vigorously pursued for this purpose of ascertaining the 
per eon, or person*, in the government responsible for divulging 
classified information to the authors of the articles* Kowever, 
a* these investigation* and inquiries progressed they soon pointed 
to the futility of conducting investigation* into natters involving 
the release of classified information by unauthorized persons, '■ . 
including newspapermen and columnists, because of the wide dis- 
semination given government documents Is general, the great number 
of government officials and employees having access to these 
classified document*, and the lar security on the part of -many 
government agencies t the handling of classified government docn- . 
monte* \ ; , 

>e» Pearson has published in hi* various columns of 
"The Washington tr erry lo-^gun i "apjsa r i n g in the Washington 
Pc st* v seve ra 1 i tern * of c la* s if i cation* Je ha* 

disclosed classified military information pertaining to the Chinees 
Communists* ant the Knits! Pattons f manpower tn Korea vhich 
information was based on telecom nes sages between the 

?ar Pj stern Command i '>Japag and the Pentagon* Ve has published 
information out of a report of the National Security 

Council, urging that me get out of Koreg^al together. Ue was able 
to obtain and publish, discussions of 2Sp^e€£Et^ cotter* 
held at, a Viite rouse conference on December 10, 1951* . ^ i 
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security information - top 


Joseph and Stewart A Is op, columnists and author* of 
the column entitled "Matter of Tact* appearing in the u Washington 
Poet* have a leo pub It eked , on eeveral occasion* , classified 
government information pertaining to the Hydrogen Bomb, and other 
matter s. Their published information indicated that i t cam 
from author itatiuo sources due to it* accuracy* Ale 6. I I b ^ r 
I I Hanson W. Baldwin, writer* for the "New York Time*,* 

have been the author s of article * containing classified govern- 
ment information. 

The magaaine * Aviation Week* published by the UcQtOW 
Hill Publtehing Company, Inc., New York City, and the magaaine 
"Wemeveek* published by Newsweek, New York City, have also 
published similar classified government information pertaining 
to eur national defense. 

In all our inquiries and investigations we have not 
been able to pinpoint the person , or persons, responsihls for the 
unauthorised disclosures. The reason we have not been able to do 
so is due to the wide dissemination given classified govsrmnent 
documents, resulting in innumerable government off icialS and 
employ*** having access to the information, and the apparent 
weakness in aaintaininj? adequate records concerning classified 
documents. 

In one particular case, an Assistant Director for 
classification and security at a scientific laboratory sf the 
Atomic Energy Commission, estimated that pertinent information 
published by the lit op brothers teas known to about 1,000 persons 
at the los Alamos Scientific laboratory and between 2,000 and 
10,000 other persons in other agencies involved in national 
defense. 

Inquiries in another case, revealed that an undetermined 
number of copies of the perttnent documents were prepared and 
disseminated, that unauthorised persons ressivsd cop let of the 
documents, and that the documents were left on a table, unguarded, 
for anyone to take. 

In a case concerning the disclosure of information per- 
taining to an atomis ” penetration " bomb, the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion advised that to identify all documents in which information 
appeared concerning the * penetration * bomb would be an endless 
task, and t/iat an investigation to determine who had access or 
possible access to memoranda and documents in which the "penetration* 
bomb was mentioned would not be feasible* 
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*h* 4#toriot1o« of a Hydrogen Bo®b at the Pacific Proving Ground 
at Hntwetok* revealed that although > approximately 11 , QQQ persons 
mere involved in the test: and approximately 0,000 mere aotual 
participant* in the test, little attempt tone made te maintain its 
security* Censorship of aall ms not established, and, according 
t* a United Ota tee seaman ah o J authored a letter describing* the 
result* of the' detonation* which letter appeared in a newspaper 
<n Tennessee, no Security instruction* .were, ’furnished the crew 
of hi 8 particular ship prior to .the. test* X 


of hie particular ship prior to the. test* ff, ' 

Investigation* conducted in eleven'oaeea thvolvtng the 
unauthorised release of -Classified go vefrinSht information published 
by colmnietc in newspapers and appearing in nagasines, has coat 
art estimated 034,S5Q*31 and nine hundred and two agent man dag e 
how# been utilised in attempting to run down the source or sources 
of the disclosures without affirmative results* 

Our recent investigation* only substantiated that 

the renedy lies within the various government agencies the® selves* 

1 * 

There xuet. be fixed responsibility in determining to 
trhat extent die semination should be given to government documents 
and thereafter , appropriate records maintained a* to dio semination, 
together with provisions for their future reissuance and *u r ~'iart*a~ 
tion by governnent agencies* It would appear that if responsi- 
bility was firmly fixed Upon officials of the various agencies 
in the government an 2 they were personally held accountable for 
any leaking of inf emotion under thetr control , that unauthorised 

disclosures mould soon cease * 

■ * ^ * , ■ 

Our investigations in matters of this type during the 
recent years have been inconclusitte ae to the. results, and this 
ha* been primarily due to the great number of persons having • 
a$c*e# ta the information prior to its publication by newspapermen* 
Such i n vestt gotten* cannot , by their very nature, be restricted : 
to inquiries ar.ong a few persons* Generally they extend to 
inquiries within a any agencies* tize to the rHssentnatior given 
the documents, resulting in our inquiries becoming general 
knowledge* They prompt tnquirieo fro journalists who are 
prone to direct crttictsr: at the Jepartuent and the 'SI for 
attempting to interfere in the relationship between the 
journalist am hi* news sources, which over the year * the pres* 
has cone to conatoier a* highly confidential ari priuiitpetf* 
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Qur investigations of cases of this type have not 
apparently been influential in reducing .the number of leaks in 
our government agenoi&3 but appear to be a means to an end, 
used by government officials to pull their chestnuts out of the 
fire • A general tightening up of security regulations in 
various government agencies vould prevent such unauthorised 
disclosures, thereby assuring for the government a greater , 
degree of security for its official documents* 
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